PREPARATION WORK – ROBOT DREAMS BY ISAAC ASIMOV

1- Read the whole story and look up the vocabulary you don’t understand.
2- Read the story again and do the following exercises
a- Who are the characters (humans and non humans) in the story?

	NAME
	PROFESSION
	AGE

	Elvex
	Robot
	10d

	Susan Calvin
	Docteur
	Old

	Linda Rash
	Docteur
	Yunger



b- Here is a list of events mentioned in the story. Put them in chronological order.

1. Linda sends for Dr Calvin. 
2. Linda gives the robot human-style vocabulary & tells him about robotics. 
3. Elvex keeps dreaming. 
4. Dr Calvin kills Elvex. 
5. Linda uses fractal geometry to make the robot more complex. 
6. Elvex relates the nature of his dreams. 
7. Elvex decides he has been dreaming. 
8. Elvex tells Linda he has been dreaming. 

Order : 5. 2. 3. 7. 8. 1. 6. 4.

IN CLASS

With your neighbor, read the short story again and answer the following questions.
1- How many dialogues are there with the robot? How much does he reveal each time? How does this create suspense?
2- List all the words which show that Elvex dreams of robots as if they were human beings.
3- What is Elvex’s reaction to the condition of these robots in the dream?
4- How and why did he distort the “Third Law of Robotics”?
5- In the Bible (Exodus 7:16), God appears to Moses and asks him to lead the Hebrew out of Egypt where they are oppressed. He tells him to go to the Pharaoh of Egypt and say to him: “Let my people go”.
What is the significance of Elvex using the same words in his dreams?
6- Why does Dr Calvin kill Elvex at the end of the story?

Go further
This short story could be seen as a parable or an allegory. What is your interpretation of it? Why are we afraid of robots?

Work on language.
This story is very much about relations of power among different “characters”. The following sentences all contain verbs that describe the way one person / thing can relate to another one. Look at these sentences, then complete the table which follows with the verbs from the sentences.
· I wished (the robot) to rest.
· That made me realize that what I saw was not in accord with reality. (l.121-122)
· A robot may not […] allow a human being to come to harm. (l.145-147)
· Let my people go. (l.198)


